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The Modular Delta 
 
 
What does Delta mean? 
Under the old syllabus DELTA used to mean Diploma in English Language Teaching to Adults but 
under the new modular scheme Delta is no longer an acronym. The new course is no longer just 
for teachers of adults. 
 
What is the structure of the Delta Modules? 
The Modular Delta is divided into three modules, called Module One, Module Two and Module 
Three. You can take these modules at different times and in different places, even over a long 
period of time, if you wish. It is also possible to take the modules in different order. However, we 
recommend that you start with Module One as the study that you do in Module One provides 
crucial input that will help you do Module Two and Three more successfully.  
 
So, what is the best order? 
In essence, the best order to take the modules is their chronological order. However, if you have an 
MA in Applied Linguistics or Education you might be able to work through the modules in a 
different order. 
 
How much time would it take to complete the whole Delta? 
In order to complete all modules in chronological order may require anything from 2 months to 
years. The decision to take the course intensively is all yours and entirely based on your 
professional and personal needs. 
 
What is the cost? 
The cost varies from centre to centre but if you read on you will get a clear idea of how each 
module evolves at International House Rome and how much each module costs. Course fees never 
include Cambridge English Language Assessment fees which must be paid separately. 
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MODULE ONE 
 

Module One focuses your attention on theoretical issues which  form the background to learning 
over a number of contexts. This knowledge is then tested in an exam (which can be taken on two 
separate occasions within a single year, the first Wednesdays of June and December).We 
recommend that you only apply for the course if you are able to give a considerable amount of 
time and commitment to the course. You may risk failing the exam otherwise. 
 
What is the examination format 
The Delta Module One examination consists of two papers for a total of  3 hours and 30 minutes 
(Two 1½-hour papers with a 30-minute break in between). Paper 1 has five tasks and Paper 2 three 
tasks.  

All tasks are compulsory. 

 

What types of tasks are there in the exam? 
You will be presented with ELT-related material and authentic texts. In Paper 1, the task types 
include, labelling, short answers and longer written responses.  In Paper 2, the tasks require longer 
written responses.  

 
 

MODULE TWO 
 
For Module Two you are assessed via a portfolio of coursework, including informally and formally 
observed lessons; background written assignments, and an externally assessed lesson observation. 
 
What is involved in the assessment of Module 2? 
Delta Module Two assessment consists of five assignments, which are completed during the Delta 
course. The assignments are set at regular intervals during the course. 
 
How many assignments are there and what exactly is an assignment? 
• Two systems assignments and two skills assignments (2,000-2,500 words each) 
• A two-part Professional Development Assignment (2,000- 2,500 words each part) 
Each assignment consists of a background essay, a lesson plan, the teaching practice of the lesson, 
a reflective piece of written work about the lesson and tutor feedback. 
 
What is the PDA? 
The Professional Development Assignment is a two-part assignment based on an action plan 
formulated at the beginning of the course. Part A - Reflection and Action - is a reflective 
assignment that you, the candidates, work on at different stages during the course. Part B - 
Experimental Practice - is an investigation into an area of practice which is new for you, the 
individual teacher. This assignment includes observation and reflection on your own teaching as 
well as that of your colleagues on the course. 
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Is it time consuming and how much work is involved? 
We estimate a minimum of about 14 hours a week for Module 1, approximately 20 hours for each 
of the 4 LSA assignments, around 40 hours for the PDA assignment in Module 2 and a minimum of 
about 70 hours for Module 3. 
 
 

Do I need to be actually teaching “real students” at the time I take the courses? 
 

1. For Module One, you do not need to have a current class. The course work is all based on reading, 
writing, study and doing online coursework. We also offer a blended option to the course at our 
centre which involves all the online work and attendance at 8 seminars. 
 

2. For the blended Module Two course there are two alternative options; 
 
Option 1 
You teach a class in International House Rome, have access to the same class where you observe 
and then also teach for the required lessons. 
 
Option 2 
You  teach YOUR class at the school where YOU work in situ and we will come and assess your 
lesson there.This option is much more convenient for you as the students know you and you know 
them. This second option does, however, include an extra cost to cover the tutor’s time and 
travelling expenses. 

  

 
MODULE THREE 

 
What do I have to do for Module 3? 
Delta Module Three is assessed by means of a 4,000-4,500 word extended assignment based on 
how you create and assess a specific course of English. 
 
What are the specialisations? 

 Teaching young learners/young adults 

 English for Special Purposes 

 English for Academic Purposes 

 ESOL learners with clear specialist needs e.g. literacy needs 

 CLIL-Embedded ESOL 

 Teaching examination classes 

 Teaching one-to-one 

 Teaching monolingual classes 

 Teaching multilingual classes 

 Teaching in an English-speaking environment 

 Teaching in a non-English-speaking environment. 

 Business English 
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How long does the Module 3 take? 
There is no set time limit for completion of the assignment but the assignment has to be submitted 
through an approved Cambridge English Language Assessment Examination centre in time for the 
Centre to submit it to Cambridge English Language Assessment by the set submission date in either 
June or December. 
 
Do I need to take a course? 
No, you do not need to take a course but having a mentor or advisor is recommended. 
 
Who do I send my assignment to? 
Candidates must submit their assignments (including appendices) electronically to an authorised 
Exam centre who will forward the work to Cambridge English Language Assessment. 
 
 
 
 
 

How does IH Rome organise the Delta? 
 
Module 1 Examination  8 questions over 2 exams 1. Online 

2. Blended learning 

Module 2 Coursework  1 experimental practice 
assignment 

 2 systems & 2 skills 
assignments one of which 
is externally assessed 

 1 professional 
development assignment 

1. Blended learning 

Module 3 Extended 
assignment 

 4,500 word extended 
assignment 

1. Distance learning 
2. Blended learning 
3. Consultancy 
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Module One at International House Rome 
 
What is involved in the Module 1 course? 
We offer 2 options for candidates to take the Module 1 Delta course at our school: the online and 
the blended learning options. 
 
What is involved in the online option? 
The online option does not require attendance at the centre and can be taken from anywhere in 
the world. There are 16 exam tasks to be completed over approximately 17 weeks on our virtual 
learning environment: delta-ihrome.moodlecloud.com. In addition to these exam tasks there are 
also orientation tasks and 2 mock exams. The orientation tasks are at the start of the course while 
the mock exams are half way and two thirds of the way through the course. You will need a high 
speed internet connection to follow this online course. The course starts in January and ends in the 
first week in May. All tasks start and end at midnight within an allotted timeframe. 
 
What computer skills do I need? 
You need basic computer skills such as the ability to participate in an online discussion forum, use 
email with attachments and know how to use Microsoft Word® or Open Office® word processing 
programs. Broadband internet is also advisable. 
 
How many mock exams are there? 
We provide two mock exams as part of the course timetable. The first is set as an awareness 
raising task with group feedback and discussion. The second is a full mock with full tutor feedback. 
Both mocks are accessible to all candidates on our DELTA Moodle site. You can also access further 
mock exams at an additional fee of €100 per mock, this includes full feedback. 
 
How is the blended option different? 
In addition to the online tasks, the blended learning option includes 8 seminars at our centre on 
Fridays. Each seminar lasts 2 hours and the content is always directly linked to the exam questions.  
 
 
How much does Module 1 cost? 
Please visit our site: ihromamz.it/teacher-training-courses/delta for a current list of fees in PDF 
format at the bottom of the page. 
 
Where is the exam held? 
The exam is always held at International House Rome, Manzoni on the first Wednesday in June and 

December, regardless of which course you follow, online or blended. 

 
 
 
 

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Silvia/Impostazioni%20locali/Temp/Directory%20temporanea%202%20per%20Course%20Info%20docs%202012.zip/ihromamz.it/teacher-training-courses/delta
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Module Two at International House Rome  
Face to Face & Distance 

 
 
What is involved in the Module 2 course? 
For DELTA Module 2 courses with fewer than 6 candidates International House Rome Manzoni 
offers a distance/face to face course that involves following webinars/seminars and 4 observations 
of lessons. For groups larger than 6 we run the seminars Face-2-Face at IH Rome with compulsory 
attendance. 
  
When do I need to come to the centre? 
If you choose the distance learning option, you do not need to come to the centre at all. The  
15 seminars/webinars are every fortnight on Fridays, for the part-time option, or from Monday 
through Friday for the intensive option.  
Where is the teaching practice held?  
There are two options for observed teaching practice:  
 
Option 1 ONLY for intensive courses 
If you are a teacher working in Rome, we can arrange teaching practice for you as part of a group 
of teachers at our centre with a specially organised group of learners. These learners are your 
group’s responsibility at all times throughout the course, not just during assessed lessons. In 
enrolling for the course you, the candidates, sign a contract in which you agree to teach the 
learners for the duration of the course. 
 
Option 2 
If you are teaching in another Italian city or town, a tutor can come to assess YOUR class in YOUR 
school at a time that is mutually convenient. This option includes an extra cost to cover the tutor’s 
travel time and expenses.  
 
Are there deadlines to be met? 
Yes, deadlines must be met in order to ensure that you do not have a work backlog over the 
duration of the course. 
 
Are there tutorials? 
Yes, you will have 3 separate individual tutorials over the duration of the course. 
 
How much does Module 2 cost? 
Please visit our site: http://www.ihromamz.it/delta where you will find a current list of fees. 

 
 
 
 

 

http://www.ihromamz.it/delta
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Module Three at International House Rome 
 
 
Who can take Module 3 at IH Rome? 
Our general preference is to accept candidates who have already secured Module 1 and 2. 
However, if candidates have an academic qualification we assume that their academic writing 
skills are of a level which would enable them to take Module 3 at our centre. All candidates who 
have been interviewed successfully for any Module at our centre in a two year period ending on the 
start date of the course are exempt from interview for Module 3. 
 
What is involved in the Module 3 course? 
Module 3 is delivered through consultancies. Candidates consult with the centre by phone, face to 
face, email or Skype regarding their assignment. A minimum of four hours of consultation must be 
followed. If a candidate prefers we can proof read and insert comments into candidates’ written 
work and record feedback for download from the web. Please let us know your preference during 
your interview. 
 
 
What is the maximum number of consultations? 
The minimum number of consultations is three and there is no maximum. However, the 
consultations are to guide you in your research of your specialisation, commenting on drafts and 
final proofreading. The centre does not act as a ghost-writer in any way for the Module three 
assignment.  


